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A week has passed since three
Carbondale teenagers and several
anonymous phone callers reported
secing a mysterious glowing object .
fall from the skies into a small silt
pond behind Russell Park, but even
though police have written off the
entire episode as a massive hoax,
doubls continue to exist.

The problem is that a good many
people simply refuse to believe that
the railroad lantern a senba diver
relrieved from the pond Monday
afternoon was all there was to the
incident. Despite what appears to
be conclusive proof that the whole
thing was a hoax and despite re-
assirances {o that effcet by Care
bondale Mayor Al Kaufman and
acting Police Chiel Francis Dottle,
this Uppervalley community is still
burzing with speculation.

This_speculation ranges from out-
right accusations that whatever fell
In the pond was refricved by au-

thorilics in a veil of secrecy, lo

claims that whatever it was is stiil

In the pond buried under silt.
Une rcason for the doubls is a

long line of unanswered questions
and quite a few contradiclions.

A review of the whole affair
might start with the original sight-
Ings. Carhondale Police received
an anonymous phone call shorlly
after 7 p.m. Nov, 9 that a glowing|®
ohject had approached Carbondale
In an casterly path over Salem
Mountain and had cither crashed
or landcd in a silt pond behind Rus-
sell Park. The ealter refused to
{dentify himself hecause, he ex-
plained, he didn't want anvone lo
think him a crackpot. Police did
not immediately acl on the call.

When the three teenagers, all of
whom live in a housing develop!
ment in the Russell Park area, re.
ported a similar <ighting, Pnhcc
responded. Patrolman John Bar-
baro and special Patrolman Joseph s
Jacohina went to the scene, They
witnessed something glowing in the
pond. Despite official elaims to the
eontrary, The Sunday Times con-
firmed that a police officer did fire
four times at the object with his
38 caliber revolver, At a press
conference Monday, the official ver-
sion was that vounssiers had set
off firecrackers in the arca. llow-
ever, the police officer who did the
!hoohng admitled to The Sunday
Times last Sunday afternoon that
he had fired at the ohject which he
believed, at the time, to be the
product of a hoax,

As police were witnessing the
musterioug glow in the water on the
nitht of Nov. 9, two other wilnoss-
es gave accounts of the episode.
Describing what he saw, a 19-year-
ol Russell Park employve told in-
vestigalors approximately 15 min.
ul s had clapsed between the time
of tph«hrln\\n and {ime he arrived
b the pond. In his ewn words, this
{8 what he told investigators:

“The glow sccmed to get dim,
thrrucss.mlcme _then brighter. 1I'd
#ay it took sround five minutes to

complete the cycle. It pulsated very
llowly, You could just about sce it |
1t Towest point.™

X volunteer llremnn who arrived
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story. Asked Wednesday if what he
saw on Sunday might have been a

\;ailroad lantern, he replied, “No.”

le added that_he couldn't belicye
vt he had scon last Sunday was
the sanic thing a scuba diver pulled
it of the pond Mondwy

Police on Sunday attemplod to
retrieve the object with 2 net at-
tached to a long wooden pole, but
were not successful in that offort.

This is one of the points th:t has
caused some doubt. Consicering
that police officers were in a boat
immediately above the glowin® ob.
ject and considering the fact thal
the lantern retrieved Monday ffer,
noon was in about six or seven fcet
of water, the question being aked
is why thcy were unable 1o retreve
it at the outset,

One version is that when they at.
tempted fo retricve it, the lizht
went outNThis_version was cartied
lhnl silt on_the hottom nf the pund
had heen d:slurbcd _and covered the
[object. -

Another version, however, Is that
it was too heavy fo aulhormos to
retrieve with the n
a UFO investigator fronLCollm"s
wood, N.J., told The Tum\LMonda)'
morning thal authorities had told
him early Qumlay morning they felt
there was a larger object beneath
or atfached 15 The object They had
alfempled 1o_net. Ue said he_alsn
was fold they had been unable to

¢e_the object. {
live account yet given anyone was
a statement given The Sunday
Times Wednesday by a police of-
ificer who was in the boat early lasi
Sunday morning when the firsl at-
fempt was made {o retrieve the ob-!

JLieet,

\J\r officer, whose Hdenlily is he-
ing w1lhhcld bccnu:c he was giving
his account “off the record,” was
asked if fic was convinced the lan.

M relricved . Monday _was_ the|

same lhmg he had scen glowing in]
tie water in the early hours of Sun-
day morning. His answer: “OIf the
record,_no."” gy

e sald what he saw d|d not
move, hut il did ““pulsate,” He also
said he felt a lanlern, such as that
recovered hy the _scuba _djver,
\mﬂ]mw\?_gl‘vrn off_a_straighter
beam and jm-7 " smallcp dimnvl(‘r
than what he witnessed.

The police officer said the only
way he would belicve that what
he saw Sunday morning was the
same thing taken from the water
Monday was if a similar light were
placed in the water and gave him
the same impression,

So, there are scveral eyewitness
accounts, including that of a police
officer, which opcnly dispule the
theory that a lantern, such as thal
taken from the walcr, could be
what they saw in the early hours
of last Sunday.

There are a few other points
which hiave yel to be expiained. On
Tuesday The Sunday Times was
told by a security guard who works
for a detective agency that he also
had doubts. He said he first went
to the scene Sunday and was stil}
wearing his uniform which resem.
bles a police uniform.

He said that after he parked his

at the scene latet told o SHimilar

car he wae walking through the

\
nﬁut perhaps the most aulhorita/{ﬂl

i
i
)

-~ |much as nine hours. A Carbondale

traftic jam on his way to the pond
when a woman in a car asked him
what was going on. He said she
mistook him for a police officer
and that the only thing he was able
lo tell her were a few sketchy facts
he had gotten from a relative,

_The woman_at this point told him
she and her d:mghtcr»in-law had
been driving along the Scranton-
Cardonbadle Highway en route to

Carbondale Saturday night between
7 and 7:30 p.m. and l'l‘]l’avt_yg_h_aj
m,_\u!.ncsscd somefhing in (he
sky in the dircction of the WCDI,
ﬂ'.xX(TﬁruTwcr The tower is located
6fi Salem Mountain, The woman
said the ohject was “‘cone shaped
and “glowing” and was moving In
tie dircelion ol _Carbondale, She
sald Tt was visible for only a few
brief moments,

Another point along this line Is
that there were alleged sightings
Saturday evening in Wayne County
of a plowing object moving In an
caslerly dircction | . . foward the
vicinily of (arbondnle

Another point: There was a very
slight radiation rci?ﬁFg'Tk—Gn on a
,|seiger counter by those in the hoat
onUlo_pond early ; Sunday. morning,
Monday aftcmoon the same indi-
Viuals in the boat Sunday morning
put oul in a boat to assist the scuba
diver, Over one point another gei-
ger_counier_reading_ was_taken.
shortly thereafter, the scuba diver
retrieved the railroad lantern, The|
seiger counter was placed near.
ere was no readinf "1t r[v]n"ht _be
Interesting. to note_ IiaL_Lhe <po
\jﬁ’.«vmfm diver rollﬁvm
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Judge,

long under waler without some
type of protective enclosure.

Another  point  concerns  other
sightings in the area. Two workers
at the Dundaff MountajisTrip mine
operalion_observed a white, hrfht in
the_sky _ Thursday night, It was|
southeast of Dundaff Mountain on'
the other side of Carbonda]e This
would put the light in an area he.’
tween Salem Mountain and  the
mountain cast of Archhald. One of
the workers, a 56-vear-old Carhon-
dale rmdent said he and his com-
panion saw the* light moving, stop,
and_then disappear.

"To lop things off, city police re-
ceived calls Tuesday night that an-
other ohjeet had been seen in the
Saiem Mountain arca. An eyewil-
ness to this sighting told The Sun-
day Times that he at first thought
the object was a flare fired by a
plane gun. A check with_the Car.
bondale Natj d-armory re.
veg ch_guns have been
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