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,, ‘As Six-Vtolt Railroad Lantern

By JOHN HART JR.

“It was a hoax."

Thus ended & weekend of ru- -
mor, speculation and wiar have
you :n the City of Carbondale,
touched off Saturday n:ght when
three bovs reported what many
believed wus a UFO (Laidenu-
fied Fiying Ubject) falling into
a s:t pond

Scuba divers recovered a rail-
Toad lantern fram the bottom
of the pond ar 3:30 pom.
fonday,

Before the UFO story was
laid to resi, specialists in the
field were among the thousands
who came 10 Carbondale amid
Sunday and  Monday. reporis
which reachgd far and wide .and

—~  -brought phoneTalls fom as{ar
away as Emeland.

Acting Polrce’ Chief Franc:s
Doule indent:fied the laniein as
the type used bv railroad offi-
cials and sa:d that the light was
still it when it was brought to
the surface. The source of pow-
er to the lanlern came from a
six-volt Sears battery,

Dottle labeled the incident “a
hoax™™ at a press conference
later in the day.

Dr. A. J. Kavfman. Mayor of
Carbondale "and Acting Chiefl
Dottle participated in the Cuy
Hall press conference at 6 p.m.
The chief executive stressed
that the police department did
a_great job under the leader-

e ! "

ship of Dottle in providing the
safely measures for the resi-
dents of the city.

“As a medical doctor, I say .
safety comes first.” Kaufman O™ X8
said. but he did not go into spe-
cifics as to the creditabiluy of
=he storv.

Dr. Kaufman said he was
glad at the way things turned
out, stating that if the incident
progressed furiher, panic would
kave kit the city. I received
three calls this morning {rom broke the dam, made of silt, tejthrew it in. . .
residents asking me if they drain the four-acre pond. By th jborate.
should Jeave their homes and:!time po’ice left the area, we‘ The
fiee the city,” Kaufman con-;body of water had receded al-
tinued, 'I told them no."

Dottle <aid that the inve.
tion a‘ the pond

.

ENDING THE SUSPENSE—Searchers hold tte lantern afte
behind Carbondale’s Russe!l Park Monday afternoon.
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THE EXPERTS—Three UFO specialists go over data compiled after a 36-hour vigil at a
mine water pond in Carbondale apparentlv ended with discovery of a railroad lantern. From
feft: Robert D. Barry, direcior of the 20th Century UFO Bureau, Coll.ngswood, N.J.; Doug-

— las Dain, regional director of the UFO Network Association in New York Cuy. an arm of

the Center for UFO Studies at Northwestern University. Evanston. I, :nd Matthew J.

Graeber, director of the UFU Research Information Center, Philadeiphia.

those who were there earlier in lanterr. Dotle told a newsman and,
ihe day. noticed that a back-ho:|"if 1 ¢ver find out who the hell!
*. He did not elu-

T it was pu]léd from the pond

Holding the light is Jerome Gillott,
Others in the boat are Carbondale Patrolmen Mark Trella, lefr,

and John Barbaro,

seconds later, saw a 'izht
shininz in the pond near Russoil
Park, Pulice discounted the re-
‘port. but moments later sight-

bezan to unfoldiing of a brizht object was re-'p!
carly Saturday mght when three|ported from several
mos; one foot and was still go-ijeeniane boys told Carbondale|ihat urca. Patroiman John Bar-
tpalice they saw a brightly shin-/baro was dispatched to the scepe
was over, but| Foilowing the retrieval of the'ing object fash across the ekyland fired at least four shots ai de
. v e AR the shmng object, it was re.'

people in

|Dr. Allan Hyndk, an officia!
Hrom the Center for Unidenm-cd;
IFlying Object Studies, tried to
iretrieve the objec: from

ypond with grappling hooks and
|nets. However, after some vme, '
}Lhey accidenmally covered the
jeource of the light with debris
Ifrom {he bottom. ’

Larly Sunday. hundreds of
people were on the scene unre.
stricted by barriers or guards. |

Doit'e called for kelp from the
Civil Air Patrol and by 5 p.m.|
the section was once again,
closed to the public, ‘

Section Director for the U F.0, |
Network, Douglas Dain, arrived
{m the Pioneer Ciiy earty AMon..
‘day morming 10 direct opera-
tions. )

The decision was then made
by Dottle 10 cal) several area
fire companies 1o the scene and
start pumping out water, Heavy
€quipmen: also was brought in
In an attempt 1o dig a hole i
ithe dam and release the water

|
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Police. under the direction of

th
ar
st

ar
ith

wr

th
w

ported.

Wiinin  minutes, police cor-'W
doned off the area to pedestri-’
{ans and the press, :
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All attempts to drain the area

!

istopped when the scuba diver

irecovered the lantern, with the!
lexception of the back hoe which

Dottle blamed the news media
for blowing the incident out of)
| proport:on but never did give an|
| explanation why the press was
|not allowed into the area when !

the incident first broke out,

' “If they left us alone, we
icould have taken care of it
1 quickly, but all these people
{came in." Doule said. :
| Although Chief Dottle said the'
\lantern was operational when
lit was retrieved, Mathew J..
|Graeber, of the Unidentified
|Fiying  Object Research and

Identif:cation Center in Phila-
delphia, said the lantern was
| ' nat operationa!” when recov-
ered.

“It's quite possible the kids
i*aw a shooting star and saw
ithe giow n the water.” Graber.

succeeded 1n breaking the dike.'!

fsaid. “They did lose sight of
1ine thing for a few secunds ™
i The invesngation 1s over, ac-
conding 10 police, but i the
eves of specialists at the scene,
csomething could st exist
that pond and apnarently specu-
lat will not be pui 1o rest’
e bettom «f the pond 15,
| maco docer




