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UFQExper’rs Have Doubts About

Times Correspondents

While they aren’t willing to say so,
UFO experts who spent most of Monday
:n Carbondale attempting to determie
what, if anything, fell into a silt pond
near Russell Park during the weckend.,
appeared somewhat rejuctant to accept
the police theory that the whole cpisode
was a hoax.

At the site and conducting extensive
interviews and other rescarch Monday
were Douglas Dains, Port Crane, N.Y..
an associate of Dr. Allen Hynek, a noted
UFO specialist at Northwestern Unmiver-
sity 1n Iinois: Matthew J. Gracber. a
member of the UFO Research Invesuga
tion Center, Philadelphia, and Robert D.

Barry, duector of the 20th ('cm\m UFO
Burcau. Collingswood, NJ

Before the ballery-powered railroad
lantern was retricved by a scuba diver
Monda fternoon. Mr. Barry lold ré.
porters ree witnesses reported to us
that the UFO came from an ed8terly di-
rection over Salem Mountain, landed in
the middic of the pond ... He didn't
say it crashed into it, he said it landed
in the middle of the pond and then
proceeded under the water to approx-
imately 25 feet from the shore.”

He added. “"We have three witnesses
that saw 1t in flhight and two witnesses
why saw it in the pond moving to where
it finally stopped.”

When a reporter questioned Mr.
Barry on the credibility of the wit-

nesses, he replied,
teen-agers  doesn't
credible witnesses.”

Atked 1f he suspected a hoax at that

“because
mean

they're
they're not

One thing that sparked the curic
of the UFO men was this account g
by an eyewitness:

“1'd say 15 minutes_elapsed bely

POt (iU way sherlly before noon), He
said, At this point I don't.” He also
said that prior to coming to Carbondale
he was in the York area and talked to
three people, one who had a sighting of
a UFO Thursday night and two that had
a sighling Friday night. “Then there's
this one Saturday mght Now if it s all
tied in, 1 don't know=2: Mr

Mr. Graeber interjected that a UFO
“flap’” was going on at present and that
there have been recent sightings in the
Lake Como area. A “flap” is the term
used by UFO buffs to describe a rash of
UFO sightings in a specific time period.
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splashdown and the time 1 got there
the pond). I stayed here until 3
the morning. The glow seemed to
dim. then less intense, then brighter
say 1t took around five minutes
complete a cycle. It pulsated very s
Iv. You could just about sce it whe
was at ‘15 lowesl poml "

s older Tham
ycungsters who first told police a
the object.

After the railroad lantern was dis
ered and the UFO men joined Mayo
o, Kaufman and polive at a press
ference at City Hall, Mr. Dains toic

Carbondale Hoax

porters,

them.”
Mr.

“The people involved probabiy
saw a falling star and then somchody was. But he' sy
probably got hold of this idea and then

prohably

you've got to remember that if they did
see a falling star; it was unidentified to

Barry, however.
prepared to write off the incident as a
hoax. He told reporters,
altempt to recover this object in the
pond. in interviewing the officers, they

TTused A s oet Al was neg o temtoot———
wooden pole. And, in attemplting to get
this net over the object, I was informed
that whatever this thing was at the bot-
tom, they felt that there was something
bigger underneath than that
they had the-net over. And 1t was at this

rpetrated this hoax. Rut

point that m iinht

palice officers) cou 'd ne
ever it was. you could not move it This

went out whiatever it
he tare of the
mave it. What

wasa't at al]

“*Concerning the  this :

{object)

is not the anly case of an unc‘\r\\.x FTT
thing. There was one down N

ptin Novembor of Jast year
vestigaled by the Coxst Guard.
about four or five feet under water. 8o
n't the first case of some type of
an object beirg upder water that had-- "
some type of a glow.”

tm-a final nete,
tend 1o review the case i scarch of per.
petrators of the hoax, if it was that, as
late as last night onc of the youths who
told authorities he ¢aw something come
over the mountain and land in the nund
was still sticking to his story,

althemzh pokee in
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" Diver Finds nghf in Pond
Police Plan Probe of Hoax

“All that glitters is not on land now owned by,/John radio station and television of the poid. and pumper
gold" is an old saying. By the (. Baumann, turned into one station was represented. trucks were brought in o
same token, all that glitters massive tourist inecca. Peo- A three-man TV erew drove pump the water out. A boat
isn't a flying saucer either. ple appeared to come fron. to the area from Philadel- was put in the water and,

This fact hit home with everywhere. They came from  phia. A newsman drove in shortly therealter. a scuba
somewhat of 2 groan in Car-  Phijadelphia. Syracuse, ('o[\»___[rom Syzaguse, Rozens . pof  diver, weat,in Aboul ten
“hondale Monday afternoon, nccticut. New York and els¢T civil air patrolmen and fte minuies laier the mysfery
when the hand of a scuba where. Newsmen came from  police were there. About the was over.
diver emerged from thc  as many faraway places only thing that wasn't there a press  conference
murky waters of a silt pond  Police received hundreds of was a little green man from ed i Carbondale "y
vetind Russell Park clutching phore cails. One was from  Mars. Council chambers by the act-

an clectric railroad lantern. Canada, another from Indiana, Acting Police Chief Francis ing chicf and Mavor A J
_Additional Story and according to an of- Dottle had suspected for some  Kauiman to write an end to

ficer on"the zfternoon shift, time that the object was ex-  the story. the jnavoes-praised—.
On Hoax on Page 29 one “from England.” plainable. He theorized soan  sgt. Dottle and local police
It didn’t take too long after UFO specialists poured in  atfer the imtial reports that for their handling of the mat-
that for authoritics to start from Philadelphia, New York 1t might be a flashlight in a  ter and ihanked those who as-

admitting  that the “whirl and Connccticut. Once the bottle “tossed into the pond  sisted from the neighboring
mg” and “glowing” ohject  operation got under way to by pranksters. However. by communmities. Sai. Dottle said
that was supposed to have lower the water in the pond. Sunday morning, the crowds the neat siep will be a thor-
come. over Salem Mountain  fire trucks came {from Car- began pouring in. Dozens of ough review of the caxe to de-
Qaturday mght and land in  bondale, Mayficld, Jermyn, different stories circulated. termine the identily of those
the pond was not a visitor  Vandling, Archbald. Olyphant The acting chief suddenly responsible for the hoax

jrom another world, but prob- and Scott Twp. There were Ju  found his bizrest problem not Authorities were unable to
ably the object of one mas- fire trucks in all. A backhoc the object in the pond, but the give an estmate of what the
sive hoax. was brought in on a hug crowd which was growing hoax cost the cty. In addi-

To understand just how big  flatbed truck. larger by the minute. tion, an Olyphant fire truck
a hoax 1l was, it 1S necessary Police were present from The decision was made was damaged when it backed

to note a few facts. ¥or ex- Carbondale. Fell Twp., Monday to drain the pond. A into a detch. Several minor in-
amplc. once it was learncd  Greenfield Twp., Archbald, backhoe was brought in by Sil  juries and at least ome (car
there was a “‘glowing” object  Mayfield and Forest City. Tolerico Consiruction Co. to accident were caused by the
in the pond, the area, located Every regional newspaper, ig out an outlet at the back hoax.

Scuba diver recovers railroader’s lanfern from bottom Jimes Pnoto by E
of Carbondale pond to end speculation about unidentified iltustrates its makeup. The 3é-hour incident attracte
flying object (UFO). Superimposed closeup of the lantern spread attention.




